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Nature-based solutions (NbS)
The term 8NbS9 was first used in the early 2000s, but has since been widely adopted worldwide and included in relevant policy frameworks seeking to <promote 
synergies between nature, society and the economy” (Somarakis et al. 2019).

EU Horizon 2020 (2014-2020) EU-Brazil Sectoral Dialogue on NbS (2015-2019)
IUCN NbS Definition (Resolution WCC 2016)
UN World Water Development Report on NbS (2018)
Sharm El Sheik to Kunming Action Agenda (2018)

Climate Action Summit (2019) NbS Coalition co-led by China and New Zealand

IPBES Global Assessment, European Green Deal (2019)
EU Biodiversity Strategy for 2030 (2020) 
IUCN NbS Standard  (2020)

ECCA21, EU Adaptation Strategy (2021), IPCC Special Reports and AR6

EU Horizon Europe (2021-2027),  European Biodiversity Partnership Biodiversa+ 
UNEA Resolution 5/5 (2022) Increasing number of NDCs include NbS, COP26 events and 
pledges, COP15 Kunming Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework, COP27 ENACT 
Partnership,COP28 Joint Statement on Climate Nature and People   …

EU   implementing the European Green Deal
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Multilaterally agreed
definition included in 
UNEP/EA.5/Res.5 :

… nature-based solutions are 

actions to protect, conserve, 

restore, sustainably use and 

manage natural or modified 

terrestrial, freshwater, coastal 

and marine ecosystems, which 

address social, economic and 

environmental challenges 

effectively and adaptively, while 

simultaneously providing 

human well-being, ecosystem 

services and resilience and 

biodiversity benefits,  …
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EU Adaptation 
Strategy

EU Biodiversity 
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EU Renovation
Wave

European Bauhaus 
Initiative



Protect Nature

Restore Nature

Enable Transformative 
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EU For An Ambitious 

Global Agenda
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EU Biodiversity Strategy 2030:

<… making the bridge between 
science, policy & practice...=



https://bit.ly/3JqK9rd



NBS INDICATORS OF PERFORMANCE

Evaluating the Impact of Nature-based 
Solutions: A Handbook for Practitioners
& Appendix of Methods, + Summary for 
Policymakers

https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d7d496b5-ad4e-11eb-9767-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/d7d496b5-ad4e-11eb-9767-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/6da29d54-ad4e-11eb-9767-01aa75ed71a1
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/aeb73167-0acc-11ec-adb1-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/aeb73167-0acc-11ec-adb1-01aa75ed71a1/language-en/format-PDF/source-search


Working with
nature with
people for nature 
and for people   

Not an utopia

let’s work together
to make this a 
reality

For nature

For all of us
More information

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-
area/environment/nature-based-solutions_en

https://www.cbd.int/conferences/nairobi-2023/virtual-
tables/publications

https://networknature.eu/product/28426

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/environment/nature-based-solutions_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/research-area/environment/nature-based-solutions_en
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/nairobi-2023/virtual-tables/publications
https://www.cbd.int/conferences/nairobi-2023/virtual-tables/publications
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